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EU AI Act vs UK Pro-Innovation Approach to AI Regulation 
(White Paper)
Editorial verdict: asymmetric — see comparison narrative below.

EU · BINDING REGULATION

EU AI Act
EU-AIA-2024

TREATMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF AI TRAINING

implicit

Art. 95 voluntary codes of conduct include environmental 

sustainability; Recital 142 references energy efficiency 

reporting for GPAI

Primary source: Regulation (EU) 2024/1689

UK · POLICY STATEMENT

UK Pro-Innovation Approach to AI Regula-
tion (White Paper)
UK-WHITEPAPER-2023

TREATMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF AI TRAINING

silent

Principle-based; environmental impact delegated to sec-

toral regulators / energy market authority

Primary source: CP 815 (2023)

What this comparison shows

One regime addresses the topic explicitly while the other covers it only implicitly or not at all. This is a likely site of 

regulatory arbitrage and a candidate for comparative-law follow-up.

Contested question: Should environmental obligations attach to (a) model-provider disclosure, (b) datacenter 

operator emissions caps, or (c) end-customer reporting? The training-vs-inference split also remains unresolved 

across instruments.
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