COMPARATIVE JURISDICTIONAL MEMO - CATASTROPHIC & EXISTENTIAL RISK

EU Al Act vs Executive Order 14110 on Safe, Secure, Trust-
worthy Al

Editorial verdict: asymmetric — see comparison narrative below.
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implicit
Art. 51 + Recital 32 — systemic risk overlaps with but does
not fully cover catastrophic-risk framing 84.2(a)(ii) — CBRN + autonomous replication explicitly

Primary source: Regulation (EU) 2024/1689 named

Primary source: Exec. Order No. 14110, 88 Fed. Reg. 75191 (Nov.
1, 2023)

What this comparison shows

One regime addresses the topic explicitly while the other covers it only implicitly or not at all. This is a likely site of
regulatory arbitrage and a candidate for comparative-law follow-up.

Contested question: Are current frontier-model capabilities a meaningful contribution to catastrophic-risk probability?
Field is split between catastrophic-risk-as-imminent (FLI, CAIS) and catastrophic-risk-as-speculative (Pope et al.,
Andersson) positions.
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